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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USCS103 
L The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 4-5, 7-9, and 1H3 are rejected as best understood under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Werzberger ^298 in view of Burrows ^405. 

3. Werzberger disclose the following: 

A display board (510), a book (520) having text imprinted (FigurelOA and 
10B) and a first set of distinctive markings (529), and a set of cards having a 
second set of distinctive markings being associated with the first set of markings, 
in which the examiner interprets the first and second direction books (550 and 
552) to be an equivalent to the set of cards having distinctive markings being 
associated with the first set of markings (figure 10 A and 10B), whereby an 
individual card from the set of cards is positioned on the display board when the 
second se of distinctive markings on the individual card corresponds to one of the 
first set of distinctive marking encountered by a user viewing the text (column 13, 
line 44-56) as recited in claims 1, 8, and 12. 

The second set of distinctive marking are encountered in the same order 
as the first set of distinctive marking are encountered in the text (column 13, line 
44-56) as recited in claim 7. 
Werzberger does not expressly disclose the following: 
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A plurality of magnets positioned at predetermined locations beneath a 
top surface of the display board as recited in claims 1, 8, and 12. 

A first surface, a metallic element positioned beneath the first surface 
such that the metallic element is magnetically drawn to the corresponding 
magnets on the display board as recited in claims 4 and 9. 

The display board includes a receiving section in which the metallic 
element is magnetically drawn to the magnets on the display board as recited in 
claim 5. 

The plurality of magnets having disk-shaped configuration as recited in 
claims 11 and 13. 
Burrows teaches the following: 

A plurality of magnets positioned at predetermined locations beneath a 
top surface of a display board (figure 1 and abstract) as recited in claims 1, 8, and 
12. 

A first surface, a metallic element positioned beneath the first surface 
such that the metallic element is magnetically drawn to the corresponding 
magnets on the display board, in which the examiner interprets the removable 
playing pieces having the functional equivalent to the first surface and the 
metallic elements magnetically drawn to the corresponding magnets on the 
display board (column 5, line 52 - column 6, line 55) as recited in claims 4 and 9. 

The display board includes a receiving section in which the metallic 
element is magnetically drawn to the magnets on the display board (column 5, 
line 52 - column 6, line 55) as recited in claim 5. By having a plurality of magnets 
positioned at predetermined location on a display board and attachable elements 
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having magnetic elements drawn to the corresponding magnets on the display 
board, one of ordinary skill in the art would provide an interactive substrate for 
books and other educational or instructional material for children. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to modify Werzberger to include a plurality 
of magnets positioned at predetermined locations beneath a top surface of the 
display board, a first surface, a metallic element positioned beneath the first 
surface such that the metallic element is magnetically drawn to the 
corresponding magnets on the display board, and a display board includes a 
receiving section in which the metallic element is magnetically drawn to the 
magnets on the display board as taught by Burrows to provide an interactive 
substrate for books and other educational or instructional material for children. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious design 
choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to provide magnets in disk-shaped 
configuration because Applicant has not disclosed that having a plurality of 
magnets in a disk-shaped configuration as recited in claims 11 and 13 provides an 
advantage or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, 
furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well 
with the equivalent fasteners as taught by Burrows because any type of fastener 
would provide the same function of holding objects to a base or support. 

4. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Werzberger 
x 298 in view of Burrows ^405 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Herman ^831. 

5. Werzberger in view of Burrows disclose the claimed invention as discussed above except 
for the following: 
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The front and back covers including metallic elements position beneath 
respective first surface and configured to be magnetically drawn to corresponding 
magnets of the plurality of magnets in the display board as recited in claim 2. 

The display board includes a book receiving section in which the metallic 
element of the front and back covers are magnetically drawn to corresponding 
magnets of the plurality of magnets of the display board when positioned on the 
book receiving section as recited in claim 3. 
Herman teaches the following: 

The front and back covers including metallic element positioned on 
respective first surface configured to be secured to the display board as recited in 
claims 2 and 3. By having a metallic element positioned on or within a book 
cover, one of ordinary skill in the art would provide a cover that is not easily 
susceptible to damage. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to modify Werzberger to include front and 
back covers including metallic element positioned on respective first surface as 
taught by Herman to a cover that is not easily susceptible to damage. 

6. Claims 6, 10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Werzberger ^298 in view of Burrows ^405 as applied to claims 1, 8, and 12 above, and further in 
view of Wood ^980. 

7. Werzberger in view of Burrows disclose the claimed invention as discussed above except 
for the following: 

The set of cards having a barcode and the system further having a central 
processing unit, a means for communicating a selected barcode from a card and 
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means for processing the barcode and generating an output signal corresponding 
to the selected barcode as recited in claims 6, 10, and 14. 
Wood teaches the following: 

A set of cards (figure 1) having a barcode, in which the examiner 
interprets the pins holes (36) to be a functional equivalent to the barcode 
(column 4, lines 38-49) and the system further having a processing unit (figure 
6), a means for communicating a selected barcode from a card and means for 
processing the barcode and generating an output signal corresponding to the 
selected barcode (summary) as recited in claims 6, 10, and 14. By having a 
barcode and a means for communicating the selected barcode from a card and 
generating an output signal corresponding to the selected barcode, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would provide children with an interactive device that 
facilitates the learning process for speaking, reading, and memorization. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to modify Werzberger to further include a set 
of cards having a barcode and the system further having a central processing unit, 
a means for communicating a selected barcode from a card and means for 
processing the barcode and generating an output signal corresponding to the 
selected barcode as taught by Wood to provide children with an interactive 
device that facilitates the learning process for speaking, reading, and 
memorization. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Thompson "682, Smith "848, Moodie 303, Miller "586, Soules "907, Herman "831, 
Jannersten 191, Soules "907, and Nathanson "180 and "439 disclose different types of educational 
device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex P. Rada whose telephone number is 703-308-7135. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary, 
Jessica Harrison can be reached on 703-308-2217. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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